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India is far from being anywhere near the finish line with regard to the coronavirus pandemic, 

even as fears of a Nipah virus outbreak have surfaced in Kerala with one confirmed death in Kozhikode. 

While confirmed cases of the viral infection have been reported several times since 2001 in West Bengal 

and Kerala, it was the outbreak in 2018, in Kozhikode, that made headlines after 17 deaths and 18 

confirmed cases, underlining the high infection-associated fatality. Outbreaks fanned by exotic viruses 

are not foreign to India: a glance at the weekly reports compiled by the Integrated Disease Surveillance 

Programme shows the diversity of viral or bacterial outbreaks that flash by with barely a mention, unless 

they threaten India’s metropolises as outbreaks of dengue, H1N1, chikungunya or malaria sometimes 

do. However, the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic also draws attention to significant outbreaks that preceded it. 

Nipah in Kozhikode and Malappuram was the first outbreak where terms such as ‘contact tracing’, ‘RT 

PCR’, ‘antigen test’, and ‘PPE kits’ became part of the ordinary discourse in Kerala. The State’s public 

health system, earlier commended only for quality primary health care, earned appreciation for its 

ability to establish links between the infected and their contacts and to isolate them to prevent further 

spread. 

There are now established protocols — at the national level — for the three key aspects of a 

potential pandemic: infection control, treatment and vaccination. When a contagion hits, the world now 

understands what can and cannot be controlled within each geographic region’s context. It is these 

lessons from the coronavirus pandemic that must inform future outbreaks. It had become routine for 

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, at intervals, to report outbreaks of ‘mystery fevers’, when they were often 

easily diagnosable infections that were just a competent, accessible laboratory test away. Thus, while 

there is no knowing if the latest Nipah outbreak in India will peter out like in 2019 or be worse than in 

2018, India must be heartened that the potential of an outbreak evokes national concern and an 

anticipatory response unlike the earlier and purely reactive approach. A standardised treatment for 

Nipah continues to be elusive and a spike in cases could spell disaster given the high mortality rate. 

However, some studies suggest that vaccines developed for the coronavirus, if adequately tweaked, may 

prove effective against the Nipah virus too. Another potential candidate vaccine is in early human trials. 

Because vaccination continues to be the best bet against the disease, the very fact that global attention 

and capital no longer need to be coaxed to developing vaccines for tropical infections is itself a key 

difference in how the world approaches outbreaks in the coronavirus era. 

 

 Nipah virus (NiV) (noun) – a zoonotic virus 

(meaning that it can spread from animals to 

humans) and can also be transmitted through 

contaminated food or directly between 

people. Fruit bats, also called flying foxes are 

the natural host of Nipah virus. Nipah virus is 

also known to cause illness in pigs and people. 

Infection with NiV is associated with 

encephalitis (swelling of the brain) and can 

cause mild to severe illness and even death. 

 amidst (preposition) – amid, in the middle of; 

during. 

 tropical infections/diseases (noun) – 

infections/diseases that are prevalent in or 

unique to tropical and subtropical regions (e.g. 

malaria, typhoid, tuberculosis & etc.). 

 far from (phrase) – not, not at all. 

 finish line (noun) – end. 

 with regard to (phrase) – regarding, 

concerning, with respect to, in respect of, with 

reference to. 

 surface (verb) – emerge, appear, loom. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, underscore, 

highlight. 

 fatality (noun) – death, casualty, 

mortality/loss. 

 fan (verb) – intensify, increase, exacerbate. 

 exotic (adjective) – relating to a virus/disease 

which is imported into a country in which they 

do not otherwise occur. 

 glance (noun) – brief/quick look or review. 

 diversity (noun) – the state/condition of 

having many different types of something; 

variety, variation, difference, range. 
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 flash (verb) – display, show, present briefly  

suddenly. 

 mention (noun) – reference, remark, 

indication, recognition. 

 metropolis (noun) – a big city/a large & busy 

city. 

 H1N1 virus (noun) – the influenza type A virus, 

known as H1N1 is a respiratory infection that 

was popularly named “swine flu.”  

 draw attention (phrase) – to make someone 

notice something; emphasize, highlight, 

underscore; focus on. 

 precede (verb) – come/go before, go in 

advance of, lead up to. 

 discourse (noun) – discussion, conversation, 

communication, expression. 

 public health (noun) – the branch of medicine 

handling public health; public health is also the 

science of protecting and improving the health 

of people and their communities through 

education, policy making and research for 

disease and injury prevention. 

 commend (verb) – praise, compliment, 

congratulate, applaud, admire. 

 appreciation (noun) – acknowledgement, 

recognition, realization; thankfulness, 

gratitude. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention, rules 

of conduct, procedure. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, likely, 

prospective, probable. 

 contagion (noun) – the spreading of a 

dangerous disease. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 mystery (noun as modifier) – a thing that’s 

identity is unknown. 

 diagnosable (adjective) – identifiable, 

classifiable. 

 competent (adjective) – capable, proficient, 

qualified. 

 peter out (phrasal verb) – disappear or 

decrease gradually; fade away, come to an 

end, taper off. 

 hearten (verb) – comfort, reassure, console, 

encourage, energize. 

 evoke (verb) – invoke, induce, kindle, 

stimulate, stir up. 

 anticipatory (adjective) – hopeful, eager. 

 elusive (adjective) – difficult to find, difficult to 

achieve; intangible. 

 spike (noun) – a sharp rise/increase of 

something. 

 spell (verb) – lead to, result in, bring about, 

cause. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a 

cause) the rate/number of death; death, loss 

of life. 

 tweak (verb) – adjust, modify, alter, tune, 

change (finely). 

 bet (noun) – option, choice, alternative, course 

of action, plan. 

 no longer (phrase) – not anymore. 

 coax (verb) – persuade, cajole, prevail on, 

butter up, sweat talk.  

************************************************************************************* 

 

South Korea’s newest legislation, dubbed the ‘anti-Google’ law, is something that Indian 

lawmakers should consider emulating. Last week, its Parliament passed an amendment to its 

Telecommunications Business Act with the aim of preventing app store operators, such as Google and 

Apple, from forcing app developers to use their in-store payment systems, for which they charge 

exorbitantly. The new law is also a check on the unfair use of market position. With digital commerce 

becoming ubiquitous, and with the Googles and the Apples controlling this experience through their 

platforms, it has become imperative for government laws to regulate them. South Korea happens to be 

the first off the block. But a lot of other jurisdictions are not far behind. Australia, which only recently 

brought in a law to make Internet platforms pay media companies for displaying their content, is now 

reportedly thinking of bringing digital payment services such as Apple Pay, Google Pay and WeChat Pay 

under its regulatory ambit. The European Union’s draft law seeks to make these large platform 
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companies, “gatekeepers” as it refers to them, comply with a set of dos and don’ts that gives the smaller 

companies a fair chance. The EU proposal is also centred around customers having more choice. 

But that is not all. In the U.S., last month, three Senators brought in a Bill much along the same 

lines. Introduced by Democrats Richard Blumenthal, Amy Klobuchar, and Republican Marsha Blackburn, 

it aims “To promote competition and reduce gatekeeper power in the app economy, increase choice, 

improve quality, and reduce costs for consumers.” All this is happening in the backdrop of the pending 

verdict in the well-known case in which Epic Games, the company behind ‘Fortnite’, sued Apple on this 

very issue. The legal move was triggered after Apple ousted Epic from its platform for putting up its own 

payment system, bypassing Apple’s. The app store operators are clearly on the back foot the world over. 

In India too, the angst of app developers has been evident in recent times. According to a report, Apple 

is facing an antitrust challenge in India from a Rajasthan-based non-profit called ‘Together We Fight 

Society’ on this issue. It remains to be seen if the regulator, the Competition Commission of India, orders 

an investigation. Last year, it started investigations into similar allegations against Google. A law to 

regulate app store operators is not a drastic departure from this government’s thinking on such issues. 

Only recently, it promoted the setting up of the Open Network for Digital Commerce to “democratise e-

commerce” and “to provide alternatives to proprietary e-commerce sites”. The challenge, however, is to 

protect the smaller sellers and developers without undermining the ecosystem for technological 

innovation. 

 

 Big Tech (noun) – the largest and most 

dominant companies in the information 

technology industry of the United States, 

namely Amazon, Apple, Google & Facebook. 

 dub (verb) – call, name, tag. 

 ‘anti-Google’ law (noun) – On August 31, the 

South Korean Parliament passed an 

amendment to the country’s 

‘Telecommunications Business Act’ – 

nicknamed ‘Anti-Google law’. The law prevents 

dominant app store operators – effectively 

Alphabet’s Google and Apple – from forcing 

South Korean app developers to use their in-

store (in-app) payment systems.  

 emulate (verb) – imitate, follow, mirror; take 

as a model, take as an example. 

 exorbitantly (adverb) – excessively, 

unreasonably, prohibitively, inordinately, 

immoderately, disproportionately. 

 check (noun) – control, restraint, constraint, 

curb. 

 market position/positioning (noun) – the 

consumer’s perception of a brand or product 

in relation to competing brands or products. 

 digital commerce (noun) – it provides the 

ability for consumers to buy services and 

products online, without having to speak to or 

contact anyone. (digital commerce products 

are intangible (non-physical) and in only digital 

formats). 

 ubiquitous (adjective) – widespread, common, 

present everywhere, all over, worldwide, 

global, universal. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 

necessary, essential, crucial/critical. 

 off the block (phrase) – at the very beginning; 

immediately. 

 jurisdiction (noun) – the limit/extent of a 

territory, region, province, district, area on 

which a court of law can exercise its authority. 

 not far behind (phrase) – come behind/follow 

closely. 

 bring in (phrasal verb) – introduce, put 

forward,  propose, present, initiate. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, professedly, ostensibly, 

purportedly. 

 ambit (noun) – bounds, confines, limits, range. 

 draft law (noun) – a preliminary version of 

something (a law). 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 gatekeeper (noun) – someone/something that 

controls access to something else. 

 comply with (verb) – abide by, adhere to, 

conform to, follow. 
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 dos and don’ts (phrase) – rules that one 

should follow. 

 fair (adjective) – reasonable, satisfactory, 

acceptable, respectable, decent, good enough, 

adequate, sufficient. 

 centre around (verb) – focus, concentrate, 

pivot, hinge on. 

 Senator (noun) – a member of the Senate (the 

upper house or chamber in some bicameral 

legislative systems. (for example in the US, 

Australia, Canada). 

 along the same line (phrase) – in a similar way 

or method. 

 line (noun) – way, approach, method, 

procedure. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, background, 

scenario, context. 

 well known (adjective) – familiar, popular, 

notable. 

 Epic Games (noun) – it is an American video 

game and software developer and publisher 

based in Cary, North Carolina.  

 Fortnite (noun) – Epic games’ hit game on 

Apple app store. In Aug 2020, Epic Games 

updated “Fortnite” on the Apple App Store to 

allow users to pay them directly, without going 

through Apple’s payment system. Apple 

responded by removing “Fortnite” from the 

App Store for violating its rules. Epic followed 

with a lawsuit, arguing that Apple had a 

monopoly over the App Store. 

 sue (verb) – take legal action against, take to 

court, bring an action against, bring a suit 

against. 

 move (noun) – measure, step, action. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, prompt, give rise to, 

bring about. 

 oust (verb) – remove, dislodge, overthrow. 

 put up (phrasal verb) – propose, put forward, 

suggest, recommend. 

 bypass (verb) – circumvent, avoid, sidestep, 

evade, dodge. 

 on the back foot (phrase) – in a defensive 

position, off balance, at a disadvantage. 

 angst (noun) – anxiety, apprehension, distress, 

disquiet, worry. 

 evident (adjective) – obvious, apparent, 

noticeable, clear. 

 antitrust (adjective) – relating to something 

(e.g. a legislation) which is controlling 

monopolies and supporting fair and equal 

competition. 

 regulator (noun) – an association that 

supervises a particular business activity. 

 Competition Commission of India (noun) – it is 

the competition regulator in India. It is a 

statutory body of the Government of India 

responsible for enforcing The Competition Act, 

2002 and promoting competition throughout 

India and to prevent activities that have an 

appreciable adverse effect on competition in 

India. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, 

indictment. 

 drastic (adjective) – extreme, serious, forceful. 

 departure (noun) – deviation, change of 

direction, shift/change. 

 The Open Network for Digital Commerce 

(ONDC) (noun) – an initiative of the 

government to democratize digital commerce 

& move it from platform-centric model to an 

open-network model.  As UPI is to the digital 

payment domain, ONDC is to e-commerce in 

India. ONDC will enable, buyers and sellers to 

be digitally visible and transact through an 

open network. no matter what 

platform/application they use. ONDC will 

empower merchants and consumers by 

breaking silos to form a single network to drive 

innovation and scale, transforming all 

businesses from retail goods, food to 

mobility,” 
 silo (noun) – any system/process/department 

which is unable to operate with others. It 

functions alone and does not wish to share 

information with others. 

 democratise (verb) – make something 

available to everyone. 

 proprietary (adjective) – branded, own-brand. 

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, 

sabotage, damage. 

 ecosystem (noun) – complex 

situation/environment. 
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